[A clinical investigation of bacteremia for the past ten years at the Second Department of Internal Medicine, Jikei University Hospital].
We clinically investigated a total of 288 cases of bacteremia for the past ten years, from January 1986 to December 1995, at the Second Department of Internal Medicine in the jikei University Hospital. All of the subjects who had a positive reaction to blood culture or catheter tip culture were investigated for their basic disease, complications, and detected bacteria. Malignant tumors, chronic renal failure, diabetes mellitus, and hematologic disease were frequent by noted. The cases due to primary infection were mainly respiratory organ infection or urinary tract infection, which were 47.8% of the total. In 31.3% of the total, catheter tip cultures were positive. Except for catheter related infection, Gram-positive coccus were detected in 40.3%, which was most frequent. Methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) were 8.1% and Staphylococcus epidermidis were 11.2%. In catheter related infection, Gram-positive coccus were detected in 59.9%, which was most frequent amongst them, MRSA was 17.2%, S. epidermidis was 16.2%. The mortality of bacteremia was 12.5%, mainly from hematologic diseases, immunodeficiency due to long term steroid administration etc. Accordingly, the more the advance of chemotherapy, the better the prognosis of septicemia is. Appearance of catheter related infection was unexpected frequent. Increase of immunocompromised host is thought to be one of the main factors in the outbreak of bacteremia.